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“Anyone Can Run a School  
 We are a Family”

Teaching young children is one of the most 
essential missions in defining their personalities 
and building character for the future. During these 
years it is imperative that they receive a balanced 
education blended with devotion, love, respect 
and care. Under normal circumstances, young 
children receive education at school and devotion 
at home. But in some cases this delicate balance 
does not exist. That is where Or Hachayim makes a 
difference.



Here at Or Hachayim we are entrusted 
with the most precious of all – young girls 
who are in dire need of direction, support 
and purpose in life. We provide them with 
everything they need, and in some cases 
even become the family they don't have. We 
care for them, nurture them and encourage 
them all the way through adolescence to the 
moment they can confidently stand on their 
own. We are a school and a family all in one. 
And in each new class of graduates you can 
see the difference, the self-assurance, a new 
group of young women who are ready to face 
life, find a spouse and build a healthy Jewish 
family.

That is our mission. And for that we need and 
appreciate your support.

Rabbi  Moshe Magnus
Chairman of the Board

“Anyone Can Run a School  
 We are a Family”

 Magnus



Committed to Help 
Any Young Girl 
Reach Success

All schools have a staff of teachers dedicated to instilling knowledge, conduct, decorum 
and values. But at Or Hachayim this dedication goes far beyond regular school hours. 
When it comes to our students, we are wholly committed to ongoing charitable work 
in just about every educational, spiritual and personal area imaginable.

Or Hachayim employs a large staff that devotes heart and soul to each 
girl to provide them with the best possible education. Students study all 
subjects required by the Israeli Ministry of Education in relatively small 
classes. This intimate atmosphere helps to provide a more personal 
approach and gives the girls a firm base on which to grow and mature.
Students at Or Hachayim are encouraged to accomplish themselves as 
constructive and contributing citizens, as well as establish a solid Jewish 
family. Every year the school is proud to accompany close to 250 brides 
to the wedding canopy, as they embark on their new life. Our support and 
connection doesn't end there; it continues further, with annual reunions and 
personal accompaniment for years to come.



From 11 Years Old to 20, 
and for Life
The Or Hachayim campus is comprised of a number of schools which together provide 
young girls with all they need from 6th to 12th grade, and also post-high-school education 
and vocational seminars:

Junior High School: Here we set the foundations for girls age 11 till 13.

High School: From 9th to 12th grade, students receive a rich syllabus which includes a range 
of theoretical studies with a major in computer science, graphic design, multidisciplinary art or 
accounting. Students can also participate in courses in fashion, pattern making and sewing.

Vocational Seminar: 3-year studies after graduation from high school towards a senior certificate 
in various educational professions: teaching, computer programming, graphic design, psychology, 
pedagogy, special education, gymnastics and arts & crafts.

After hours – students enjoy the use of a library, club rooms and partake in extra-curricular activities, 
such as sports, origami, drumming, movement and expression, communication insights and much 
more. This wide variety of social activities instills a sense of accomplishment consistent with the spirit of 
modesty and religious Judaism.

At Or Hachayim the girls also enjoy the services of a fully equipped dental clinic and medical clinic.

Upon completion of studies, graduates receive an official certificate of graduation and each girl remains 
in our supportive framework until she is financially independent. The close personal support and 
devotion they receive throughout the years, guarantees our students become accomplished young 
women with high self esteem.
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“Or Hachayim Gave Me
  the Chance of a Lifetime”

When I first arrived at Or Hachayim I was 12 years old.
My mother had passed away the previous year 
and my father didn't really know how to handle 
my younger sister and myself. 
On the day he brought us to Or Hachayim he had to be absent from 
home, and so we were left with no one else to take care of us.

But I was mistaken. The amazing staff 
at Or Hachayim immediately became 
a mother and father for us. They 
treated us like family and even though 
I wasn't an easy person to deal with in 
those days, but they never gave up. 
The genuine love and care we received 
helped us to gradually fit in and do well 
in classes.

The devoted staff cared for me all the way through school 
years, and even after graduation. With their help and 
support I succeeded, and found a wonderful husband 
to share my life with. Today, as a mother myself, I am still 
filled with admiration for the staff who nurtured me like a 
daughter. If only my mother was alive today to see what a 
terrific wife and mother I turned out to be. But I'm sure she 
is looking down on me from heaven, full of admiration and 
"naches".



“Or Hachayim Gave Me
  the Chance of a Lifetime”
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"I came from a large family. My parents worked very hard but they 
couldn't provide for nine children. I remember winters when I didn't have 
closed shoes or a decent jacket to keep the cold out. Most days I went 
to sleep hungry. It was no big surprise that my studies were affected.

At first, Or Hachayim wouldn't accept me. I didn't pass the entry exam, 
but my parents asked for a second chance. The staff saw just how 
desperate they were and they took me in despite my grades. As a part 
of the large Or Hachayim family, I began to understand what love and 
caring meant. The staff could tell if I needed something, anything, even 
without asking. Here I received tools to mature and succeed and to 
build my own life.
After graduation I used these tools to find a spouse, acquire a fulfilling 
job in teaching, and raise my own family. I look back every day on my 
years at Or Hachayim as the most important part of growing up and 
shaping the person I am today.
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“At Or Hachayim 
  I Understood 
  What Love and
  Caring Means”



“At Or Hachayim 
  I Understood 
  What Love and
  Caring Means”
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Or Hachayim - 
The Never Ending Story
The Or Hachayim educational complex was founded in 1952 by the late 
Rabbi Moshe Pardo. In the beginning the institution was comprised of 
only 2 classes and a small dormitory, but even then it had established a 
standard of excellence which has only grown and expanded over the past 
60 years. Today, the huge complex of Or Hachayim is a warm home for 
over 1500 young girls and includes a junior high school, high school and a 
number of classes for tertiary education.

Or Hachayim is a story of success, both educational and personal. The entire 
staff strives to provide each and every girl with the best care and education, 
accompanying them throughout the most challenging years of their individual 
development and giving them all the tools to become fine young women, wives and 
mothers in the future.

Over 10,000 graduates of Or Hachayim are a living testimony to our deep involvement 
in the wellbeing of our students. We have given them "The Light of Life" and we 
pray that – with your support - we can continue on this sacred mission for many more 
years to come.







Thank you
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Or Hachayim Institutions

Head Office
Or Hachayim Inc.
132 Nassau Street Room 518
New York, N.Y. 10038 
U.S.A
Tel/fax 718-2366476

In France
Or Ha’hayim
3, rue Richer
75009 Paris, 
France
Tel: 01-47705900
Fax: 01-47700112

In Israel
Or Hachayim, 
51 Ezra Street, P.O.B. 1162, 
Bnei Brak 51111
Israel
Tel: (972)(3)6714444
Fax: (972)(3)6770498 | Email: m-m@orhachayim.org


